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1. ������� WHAT IS A SPACE SCIENCE EXPERIENCE? 

Space Science Experiences (SSE) are real research activities in astronomy  

and planetary science adapted to the school curriculum for students  

aged 5–18. Schools can carry out an SSE for their class, guided by the  

CESAR Team at ESAC. The main goal is to foster scientific vocations  

and develop critical thinking among students in primary, secondary,  

and vocational education. 

mailto:cesar.sse@cosmos.esa.int


These experiences include a workshop at the European Space  

Astronomy Centre (ESAC) in Villanueva de la Cañada, Madrid,  

following classroom preparation and follow-up activities at school. 

 Since 2021, SSEs are recognized as Special Dedication Activities by  

the Vice-Presidency and the Ministry of Education and Universities 

 of the Community of Madrid. 

 

2. ������� WHAT ARE THE STEPS TO FOLLOW FOR AN SSE @ESAC? 

 

   SSEs at ESAC require to execute the following steps in order 

1. At the school: Preparation for the SSE 

2. At ESAC: Execution of STEAM workshops & Space Tour 

3. At the school: Generation of the Project Summary 

 

  Once the CESAR receives the Project Summary and check it initiate: 

- To make accessible Students Diploma 

- To start the process to request CAM Teacher’s accreditation  

 (only applicable for public schools) 

 

SSEs are offered every Tuesday and Wednesday during the school 

 year in two 2-hour sessions (9:45–11:45 and 11:45–13:45). From  

the 2025–2026 period, the group of students must be reduced 

 to 40 students per session to enhance interactivity. 

 

 

 



SSEs are categorized by: 

- Educational levels (in line with the LOMLOE cv)  

- Topics – with several challenges in it 

 

It is important that teachers insert in the Motivation Letter 

 Their preference about the experiments/challenges (> 1)  

per topic according to their students’ skills and teachers’ goals.  

The CESAR Team is going to take this into account, when feasible. 

 

3. �������������������������������������� WHO CAN REQUEST AN SSE AT ESAC? 

- Only teachers or coordinators of primary, secondary, or high  

school students can request an SSE.  

- SSEs are free and available to schools across Spain and  

abroad, offered in Spanish or English. 

 

4. ��������� HOW TO REQUEST AN SSE @ESAC? 

 Requests are made through the CESAR website by clicking the bus 

 icon (Figure 1).  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 1 

https://cesar.esa.int/index.php?Section=SSE_Online&Status=New_Proposal


This leads to the SSE information and registration page by clicking the 

astronaut icon (Figure 2). 

Figure 2 
 

On the SSE webpage (Figure 3), you’ll find: 
- A brief description of SSEs at ESAC 
- Steps to request an SSE 
- Access to the CESAR Community registration (required to  

                    submit an SSE) 
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5. ������������ BOOK A SESSION AT ESAC 
SSEs are held on school Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 9:45 or 11:45.  
You may request one or two sessions per group and academic year.  
Each session accommodates up to 40 students and 3–4 teachers. 
 
NOTE: your requested date/time overlaps with another accepted 
request, you’ll need to submit a new one. 

 
6. ��� WRITE A MOTIVATION LETTER 

This letter should explain your class’s interest in the chosen SSE topic 
—perhaps it relates to recent classroom content, a scientific discovery, 
or prior positive experiences. It’s especially important when multiple 
schools receive similar evaluation scores. 



 





 



 
������� Request Status and Confirmation 
After submitting your request, you can track its status (e.g., "Pending," 
"Accepted," or "Rejected"). Accepted requests are confirmed only after 
all required steps are completed at least one week before the visit. 
If you cannot attend the assigned date, please notify the CESAR Team 
promptly to release the slot without penalty. 
 
 

 
IF SEVERAL TEACHERS FROM THE SAME SCHOOL WANTS TO RE
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