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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The CESAR initiative has its own observing facilities which allow to observe the universe actively on-line through a dedicated Control Centre hosted at the European Space Astronomy Centre (ESAC) in Madrid, Spain. These facilities will provide data for educational and scientific projects in three different astronomy fields:
Optical astronomy: Two optical telescopes with diameters of 50 and 30 cm have been deployed at the ESA Deep Space Communication Station in Cebreros, Spain and the NASA Madrid Deep Space Communication Complex in the Robledo de Chavela, both in Spain.
Radio Astronomy: The refurbished 15 m VIL-1 satellite tracking antenna at ESAC which was part of the ESTRACK network and is now property of INTA will serve as radio telescope. 
Solar Science: A Solar Observatory with H-alpha and white light solar telescopes which is being deployed at ESAC. A second set of identical telescopes with a mobile mount is available to observe rare astronomical events from remote locations as it was done for the Venus Transit in 2012. It will be used in the future to observe Solar Eclipses and the Mercury transit in 2016.

These facilities are the core of CESAR and will be remotely operated from a single control centre located in ESAC which will provide a web interface for access through the internet (see new page under construction http://www.cosmos.esa.int/web/cesar).





Tour format
Virtual visit     

https://cesar.esa.int/vtour/general/tour.html

ESAC Virtual Tour



Tour agenda

Welcome to the visit - Miguel Pérez-Ayúcar

[18:00-18:20] General walk-through external and buildings - Astronomy missions - External - satellite 
models - radio antenna etc... - Eduardo Ojero
[18:20-18:30] The Planetary Missions, Science Operations Status Room and Wall of  Fame - Miguel 
Pérez-Ayúcar
[18:30-18:40] The XMM-Newton control room - María Santos-Lleo
[18:40-18:50] The SMOS control room - Jorge Fauste
[18:50-18:55] The CESAR facilities - Juan Angel Vaquerizo
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Sandra Benítez, ESA 
Education Scientist and ESAC 
Communication Officer 

Eduardo Ojero, Serco for ESA
Astronomical Data Processing Systems Engineer

María Santos-Lleo, ESA  
Astronomer, XMM Science Centre

Juan Ángel Vaquerizo, ISDEFE
CESAR Education - ISDEFE

Jorge Fauste, ESA
SMOS Control Centre

Miguel Pérez-Ayúcar, Aurora for ESA
CESAR Education
Bepicolombo Science Operations Engineer
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